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2 Tim. vi. 8. 


Henteforth, there is laid up for me a 
Crown of Righteouſneſs, which the 
Lord, the righteous Judge, ſhall. 
give me at that Day; and not to 
me only, bat unto all them alſo that 
love his Appearing. 


Is was the Rejoycing of a 
| good Conſcience, pleas'd with _ 
reflecting on a well-ſpent Life. 
This expreſſes St. Pauls Con- 
fidence in God, his chearful 
E tion of a judgment to 
come, and his certain Hope of a bleſſed Im- 
mortality. He had diſcharg d the great Truſt 
repos d in him, and faithfully executed the 
Authority which he had receiv'd from God. 
No Difficulties could diſcourage him from 
the Work of his Miniſtry: No Dangers could 
deter him from his Duty. But he went on 

| A 2 undaunted., «+ 
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undaunted in the Cauſe of God: He fought 
a good Fight: He finiſh'd bis Courſe : He kept 
the Faith: Therefore when he was ready to be 
. and the Time of his Departure was ar 
and; it was an un lc Saciefaction to 
him, to look forward to E And he 
lift up his Eyes with Faith, to behold a re- 
ward of endleſs Glory; and ſaid wich com- 
fort to himſelf, and to all that follow his 
Example: Henceforth, there is laid up for me, 
a Crown of Righteouſneſs, which the Lord, 
the righteous Fudge, ſhall give me at that Day; 
and not to me only, but unto 'all them alſo | 2 
love his Appearing *. 

That we may thus diſaem e Ki. ng of Ter- 
rors, and may /o run, as to obtain % Prize 
of our high Calling, 

Let us conſider the following Particulars. 


I. Firſt, The Nature of the Reward thar 
is laid up: A Crownof. Righteouy 
be 


II. Secondly, The Time when it. wi 
Given: The Day of Judgment. 

III. Thirdly, The Perſon that will give it: 
The Lord the righteous Judge. And, 

IV. Fourthly, The Perſons qualified for ii: 
All thoſe that Love bis Appearing. And; 


I. Firft, The Nature of the Reward char. 
i laid up: ACrown of Ncnree Wi 


* 2 Tim. i iv. J. 6, 1 


(3) 
is to be taken for that full and perfect Re- 
ward, which the Righteous will receive at 
che laſt Day, when the Soul and Body are 
again united, and each of them̃ is inſtated 
in its proper "Happineſs. Their Souls (we 
doubt not) are in Bliſs, at their Departure 
from this earthly Tabernacle: And even this 
Foretaſte, theſe firſt Fruits of Pleaſure, are 


infinitely beyond what we can conceive. But. 


yet they wait for a brighter Crown till the 
— of all Things, when their" 
Companion, the Body, will be partaker with 
them, and be rais'd up to greater Perfection, 
without the leaſt Poſſibility of being ſepa- 
rated from them by another Diſſolution. To 
know therefore, the meaſure of this Reward, 
as far as it is reveal'd in holy Scripture, 
we muſt conſider it as it extends to both 
Soul and Body, and is the entire. Happineſs 
of the whole kan. - ' 2 3% 

The Bodies of the Juſt will, riſe from 
Death to a ſecond and a better Life: "And 
the ſame mighty Power that at firſt gave them 
Being, will call them out of the Grave, and 
change them into a firm and laſting Sub- 
ftance. We cannot forman adequate Notion 
of the wide Difference between their preſent 
and future State. Here they are frail; im- 
potent Creatures; continually ſubje& to In- 
firmities, Diſeaſes, and Death. But in the 
other World, they will be cloath'd with 
W and Majeſty, and ax much excel _ 

P 
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they now are, as a glorious Reſurrection does 
a dying Life; and the Wretchedneſs of the 
Latter enables us in ſome reſpects to judge of 
the Former; which bears a direct Oppoſition 
to it. It is the general Complaint, that the 
Body is liable to Pains and Sorrows: That 
it hinders the Soul in its Operations, or ra- 
ther, debaſes it with Sin, and compels it to 
obey its Luſts and Paſſions: And that it is 
unequal to it in Duration; and after it has 
paſs d through this Seene of Woe, muſt at 
length be divorc'd from it. Here then we 
may ſtand and take a View of it in its other 
Condition, which affords 'us a delightful 
Proſpect. | 

Firſt, As it is exempted from worldly 
Evils, and no longer tormented with Paing 
and Sorrows. 

Secondly, As it is rendered meet for the 
Soul and ſubſervient to it. And, 

Thirdly, As it is rais'd Incorruptible and 
Immortal; for it can die no more: Death has 
no more Dominion over it. 77 

The fad Effects of our common Tranſgreſ- 
ſion prevail in every one that bears our Na- 
ture; and our Wants and Miſeries are a Pu- 
niſhment that is entail'd upon us; ſufficient 
for every Day, are the Evils that it Brings 
along with it; and as the Hours fly away, 
they put us in mind of our Calamity. The 
Time that is allotted; to us was defign'd for 
our Probation, and we muſt all go through 


much 


1 
much Tribulation, before we can enter into 
the Kingdom of God. He has permitted theſe 
Imperfections to attend us, that we might 
not grow too fond of Life: and has made 
us ſenſible of Pain, that we might by Degrees 
be wean'd from it“. | 

But when we are arrived at the principal 
End of our Being, the Puniſhment of Sin 
will be done away; and our Senſes that are 
now affected with outward Violence and in- 
ward Woe, and give a Sting and Edge to 
our Miſery, will then receive no ungrateful 
Impreſſion, and be incapable of feeling any 
Pain or Diſorder. And on the other Hand, 
they will be ſo renewed and ſtrengthened, as 
to have a quick and laſting Perception of 
Pleafure; and fo enlarg'd and improv'd, as 
to derive Satis faction from an infinite Num- 
ber of Objects, which they are now unac- 
quainted with. Something new and ſurpriſing, 
will ſtill ſtrike agreeably upon them: Every 
thing that pleaſes will afford them the higheſt 
Pleaſure; and the Heart will be fill'd with 
exceeding great Joy, greater than it is yet 
able to bear; and this never le ſſen d with any 
bitter Ingredients, but always Pure and with- 
out Allay. 

Secondiy, The Body will be rendered meet 
ſor the Soul, and ſubſervient to it. It is now 


2 Clog and Weight, that depreſſes and keeps 


2 At; xiv. X. 22, 


it 
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it from ſoaring to its intended Perfection: It 
ſtraitens and confines its Faculties, weakens 
their Vigour, and ſullies the Brightneſs of 
Reaſon. Its Diſeaſes force it to attend too 
much to the Things below; and ſo employ 
its Thoughts, that it cannot raiſe them to 
thoſe noble Objects that are ſuitable to it, 
nor enjoy a continued Meditation on the 
great Things of God, the Wonders which he 
brings to paſs in the Government of the 
World, or the ineſtimable Treaſures which 

be has prepar d for thoſe that Love bim. 
But it were but a little Matter, were it 
only partaker with the Body, in the light, 
temporary Evils of Pain, that within a few 
| Years put an end to themſelves: But it too 
frequently ſhares in its Guilt, and is unhap- 
ily drawn into the infinitely greater Evils 
of Sin. The Body is both a Priſon, and a 
Snare; and its Intimacy with it is a ſtrong 
and prevailing Temptation. Ir betrays while 
it embraces, and its Luſts win it into a Com- 
pliance, by repreſenting themſelves as one 
with it, and pleading the neareſt Relation. 
But when the Soul has maintaind its Dig- 
nity, and held them in Subjection; it will 
be 7ronflated into a State of perfect Freedom : 
And God will purify. the Body till it is. fit 
to receive it. It will be reſtor d to it Vigo- 
rous and Active, refin'd from the groſs heavy 


1 Cor. ii. 9. 


parts 
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Faculties will be brought into a dutiful and 


, US] 

Parts of Matter, and reſembling, as far as ic 
Can, a Spiritual Being, It will affiſt it in 
paying a willing and chearful Obedience to 
God, and be unweatied in a de- 
lightfol Setvice before the Throne- of Glory. 
It will not want its uſual Supplies of Nour- 
iſhment, nor loſe a Part of its Time in Sleep; 

but be all Life and Wing, and till diipoſed 
to join with the Choir of Angels, with 
freſh and 3 of perfect Health an and all the 
ga of parſe ealth and everlaſting 

ou | 

' The Law in its Members, * chat now 
urges it to Sin, will be cancell'd and aboliſh'd. 
Its Luſts and impure Deſires will be entirely 
ſubdued: And the Will and all its inferior 


uniform Obedience to Reaſon. The Tumults 
and Diſorders of the Breaft will be compos d, 
and there will be ſettled Peace free from all 
Contradiction. The Body and Soul will live 
in 1 and A r the one ſtill 

to excel itſelf; the other to follow its 
nj One Principle will direct and in- 
fluence both of them, and there will be no 
Inclination, but to obey. The Senſes will 
not crave after ſinful Pleaſures, but be qua- 
lified to taſte heavenly Joys, to feed on the 
Bread that never 1 4d drink of the 


Waters tht ref ever, 


® Rom. vii. 23. 
B Thirdly, 


| every one is ready to make, of the Part that 


('9)} 
Thirdly,-It will be a great Addition to their 
Happineſs, that the mop will be raiſed In- 
ible and Immortal. TIE 
Notwithſtanding the Wretchedneſs of our 
preſent Condition, and the Complaints which 


he bears in it; yet we have ſuch a Tender- 
neſs for ourſelves, and 'our Bodies and Souls 
bave contracted ſuch a Fondneſs towards 
each other by being united, that we cannot 
think of Death without Concern; and our 
Blood is chill'd at the mention of that ter- 
rible Shock which works our Diſſolution. It 
ſtrikes a Damp upon our Joys, and ſurprizes 

us with an ungrateful Rebuke in the midſt 
of our Feaſting and Jolliry. And if our 
Apprehenſions of Death thus affect us; and it 
requites Courage and Reſolution, and the 
Support of a good Conſcience, to be able to 
look towards it, when it is approaching; 
and ſuch is our Weakneſs, that even with 
theſo Advantages Men often ſtart back a lit- 


_ tle, and are deſirous that for ſome time, th:s 


Cup may paſs from them; and this frequently 
happens, though we are weary of our Bur- 
then, and there are ſtill ſome Croſſes and Diſ- 
appointments befalling us, ſufficient to with- 
draw our Affections from Life: How dread- 
ful would the. Fear of Death be to the Souls 
of the Bleſſed, were there the leaſt Poſſibility 
of dying again! When they are poſſeſſed of 

* | re 
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fincere Happineſs and inconceiveable Plea- 
ſures, ſurely they could not bear'to think, 
that they would ever have. an End.. They 
muſt needs be a Obes were they 


„ 


every Day to return to Corruption, will be 
built again, to laſt to all Eterpity, and Im- 
mortality will be a Part of their Reward: 
It will fill them with Joy, to have a Proſpect 
of Ages to come, and an undoubted Certain- 
ty, that when they are paſſed away, they 
ſhall ſtill be ſecure of their Happineſs, and 
endure as long as the New Jeruſalem, which 
„ DT TEC 
As to the Happineſs of the Soul, this riſes 
in Proportion to its greater Worth. Even 
in this Life, it diſcovers itſelf to be of a no- 
bler Nature, and much ſuperior to the Body; 
and the moſt exquiſite Pleaſure, that the 
Gratifieation of our carnal Apperites can give 
us, is a Trifle in Compariſon with the De- 
light which the Soul enjoys in the Contem- 
plation of itſelf, or any of thoſe glorious Be- 
ings which fo nearly reſembles it, or in 
finding out any ſublime and excellent Truth. 
It is hard to expreſs the Satisfaction which 
each of us derives from the ſlight and ſuper- 
ficial Knowledge of Things, which is the 
utmoſt of our Attainments in this imperfect, 
B 2 State: 


(12) 
State: But we can ſcarcely conjecture from 
this, how happy we ſhall be, when our Fa- 
culcies are made capable of forming juſt and 
clear Idea's of Truth; and when ſeveral 
Branches of ir, which are now hid in the 
thick Darkneſs, and lie ſo deep, that the. 
moſt piercing Reaſon cannot reach them, 
wall be ſo fully manifeſted ro them, as to 
remove all Doubting and Error, and fatisfy 
the Mind with an entire Conviction. 
To know God, as much ſurpaſs all 
other Knowledge, as his Being docs all Hu- 
man Underſtanding; And this will be the 
Employment of the Soul, and always afford 
freſh Matter for its Wonder, and be an ever 
fruitful Theme. And if in this Vale of Sor- 
rmu, it is the beſt Expedient for our Relief, 
to acquaint ourſehves with God, and we have 
an Aſſurance, that we ſhall then be at 
ace; how will-our Minds be 
ech with Joy, when we ſee bim as be is, and 
the Veil that is between us and him is taken 
away, that the Curioſity and Ambition of 
our Nature, may be wearied no more with 
fruitleſs Searches; but we may know as 
S | much as we can defire, and have infinitely 

| 5 more to know, as our Capacities are im- 


a 


ov'd and fitted for it! We ſhall- then be⸗ 
ald and admire the beautiful Order of 
7 N 21 1 


God's 
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God's Diſpenſations; and thoſe Events that 
ſeemed to happen promiſcuouſly, and to be 
the wanton Sport of Chance, will appear to 
have been under the Direction of his All- 
See ing Eye, and diſpoſed and guided by his 
unerring Wiſdom. For the Chain is faſten d 
to the Throne of God, Nele 
has a De upon him. 

The Rede that was purchaſed for 
us by the Blood of the Lamb of God, is 2 
deligheful and entertaining Subject, and we 
cannot but chink, ir far us. to dwell 
upon it, though as yet tbe balf of it be not 
told us: 157 grateful then will it be, to lt 
Pap th this Myſe ry, when we ſhall be capable 

framing better Conceptions of it, and by 
poking of its Benefits, ſhall have a true 
of it from our own Experience! It took 
ay the Sting of Death, and alleviated the 
rag „ the noble of Martyrs, to 
ook up with Faich % tbe bleſſed Feſus, 
Lahr af the right Hand of G. Surely 
then it will be an Happineſs exceeding our 
Imaginations, to domed into the Pre- 
ſence of our Saviour, and rejoice before him 
with Hymns of Love and Adoration... | 

Friendſhip is the moſt valuable Blefling 
of this Life. and there 1 is no Pleaſure like 
unto W we enjoy, en corn 


1 
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municate 


(14) 
municate our Thoughts to Him, hat is as 
our own Soul. And this Pleaſure will be raiſed 
to the higheſt Degree in another Life; where 
we . ſhall be admitted into the Society of 
them, whoſe Minds are never ruffled with 
Paſſion, or ſower d with Fretting and 
| Peeviſhneſs; but always maintain as conſtant 
a Harmony between one another, as there is 
between their joined 'Hallelvjahs. When 
they are placed in this State of Bleſſedneſs, 
it is pleaſant to reflect on the Practice of Vir- 
tue, and that regular Courſe of Righteouſ- 
neſs which brought them thither: And 
their Conſcience applauds them, when they 
diſcern their own Wiſdom, and the Beauty 
of Holineſs, And if they can have any Re- 
membrance of the Troubles of this Life, it 
will encreaſe their Joys, to ſee them that 
were once poor and miſerable, now ſeated 


in the Kingdom of God, and the once wretched 


Lazarus lying in Abraham's Bom. And this 

we may conclude, is a Part of their Happi- 
neſs, ſince Charity never fails; but 2 
Faith and Hope are ſwallowed up in Viſion, 
Charity ftill abideth +. Thus both Body 
and Soul will be entirely blefled; and neither 
of them (as it now too often happens) will 
enjoy a ſeparate Pleaſure, while the other is 
_ Wholly debarr'd from it: But they will im- 
part their Bliſs to each other. The Soul will 


+ x c. M 13. 


look 
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look down with Satisfaction on the Body, 
rejoycing to ſee it happy, and will alſo ſhed 
the Beams of its Joy upon it, and its Chear- 
fulneſs will give it a pleaſant Countenance, 
and deck it with Glory; a Glory ſo bright 
and dazling, that in this State of Weakneſs, 
it could nat bear to behold it. What a per- 
fect Being will the Soul then be, ſince even 
now it is adorned with the Image of the 
Heavenly, and fince even the Body chat is ſo 
much inferior to it, receives ſuch a fur- 
prizing Change at the Reſurrection! For it 
:s ſown in Corruption, it is raiſed in Incor- 
ruption: It is ſown in Diſhonour, it is raiſed 
in Glory: It is ſown inWeakneſs, it is raifed 
in Power: It is ſown à natural Bach, it is 
raiſed a ſpiritual Bodys. 

Such is the Reward that God has laid up 
for thoſe that love bis A 2 A Reward 
ſo great, that we cou poſſibly know 
any thing of it, did not God = it to us 
much leis than it is, and bring it down to 
our Capacities, by a Deſcription far ſhort of 
it: For che whole World cannot yield us any 
Thing that is fit to come in Compariſon 
wich it; and our Speech has not Words to 
make a juſt Deſcription of it. But it is enough 
to kindle our eager Expectation, that it is 
illuſtrated and fer forth, by the Name of 4 


* 1 Cor. xv. 46, 43, 4 
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Crown and a Kingdom. This will encourage 
us to wait with Hope, till the Time when 


it will be given us, the great Day of Judg- 
ment; which is the N 


II. Second Particular to be conſidered. 

God is pleaſed to diſtinguiſh the Righteous 
in a very conſpicuous Manner, and vouch- 
ſaſes to them the Tokens of his Love and 
Favour, before a World of Witneſſes. The 
Things that are now before us, are ſufficient 
to convince us that the Divine Juſtice is con- 
cern'd in the Affairs of this World, and pre- 
ſent us with ſome Traces of it: But tis not 
fully diſplay'd till te Day of Recompence. 
It ſometimes breaks forth, in Defence of the 
Injur'd and Oppteſs d, or in Vengeance upon 
thedaring Offender: Bur the final Diſtinction 
is made, when the Time of Forbearance is 
come to an End. And when all the Actions 
of Men are number'd in the Books of Life 
and Death; and the Voice of God ſummons 
every Nation and People, from the Ends of 
the Earth, to give an Account of the Things 
that they have done: Then all of them re- 
ceive their Portion; and according to their 
different Courſes, the Rewards of Vircue, 
or the Wages of Unrighteouſneſ;, are allotted 
to them: Then the faithful Paſtor amidſt 
the People that he has fav'd, hears the wel- 
come Teſtimony of God's Approbation, Well 
done 
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done thou good and faithful Servant: Enter 
thou into the Toy of thy Lord +. The Saints 
that attend the Throne of their Judge, ſe- 
cond that bleſſed Sentence which the great 
\Shepherd and Biſhop of our Souls rejoyces to 
pronounce: And the innumerable Multitudes 
that ſtand round about him, with Pleaſure 
behold the Man whom Gd delights to bon- 
our. | 
Then they that have done good in their 
Generation, and undertaken the Cauſe of 
the Poor and Needy, will have their Debt 
repaid them with a large Increaſe of Intereſt; 
and change a corruptible for an eternal In- 
heritance; an Happineſs to which we cannot 
liken any other, but that which ariſes from 
the Act itſelf, that qualifies them for this 
unſpeakable Reward. 

The Juſt will be raiſed above the Reach 
of Malice and Envy; and their Virtues will 
be incapable of being eclipſed by Detraction. 
For God their Redeemer will cauſe them 
to Hine forth as the Sun, that his own 
righteous Dealing may be alfo clear as the 


Noon Day; which points to the 


III. Third Particular; the Perſon that uu 
give this Crown of Righteouſneſe, the Lord, 
the righteous Judge. He with whom we have 


+ Matt. xxv. 21. | 
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fo do, is a God of infinite Juſtice, who can- 
not let Virtue go without its Reward; but 
will take the moft publick Opportunity of 
declaring, that He loveth Righteouſneſs. 

Though all that we can do, is no more 
than our Duty, and it would be the higheſt 
Preſumption to claim any Thing for it; 
yet ſuch is the Goodneſs of God, that he 
has promiſed an ample Recompence for the 
| leaſt of our Services; and more than we 
could expect, were it poſſible for us to plead 
any Deſert. And this is a never-failing En- 
couragement is run the Race which is ſet be- 
fore us, that the Truth of God is engaged 
in our Behalf, and that his Word will ſtand 
faſt, when the Heavens and Earth are melted 
aua. | 

It is a terrible Conſideration to the 
Wicked, that tbe Righteous Fudge will never 
depart from his Threatnings, bur inflict the 
utmoſt he has denounced againſt them: 
But it will fill the Juft with Boldneſs in the 
Day of the Lord, to know that he will deat 
with them in Righteouſneſs and Equity; con- 
fider every thing that will make for their Ad- 
vantage, and produee their moſt ſecret Vir- 
tues before Men and Angels. The Perſon to 
whom all Judgment is committed, is the Son 
of God: For he has received all Authority 
and Power, in regard to his faithful Obe- 
dience to the Will of his Father, and his Pa- 
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tience and Conſtancy in performing the 
Work of our Salvation. And he will in a ſpecial 
Manner execute one of thoſe great Offices to 
which he was anointed as Meftiah, and will 
manifeſt the Glory of bis Kingdom. He 
will come with the Enſigns of Majeſty to 
puniſh them that would not that be ſhould 
rule over them; and to reward his loyal 
Subjects, and give Gifts unto Men. 

And they that have walk'd in his Steps, 
will obtain an higher Degree of Honour 
than the Ambition of his miſtaken Diſciples 
aſpired to, and fit down on his Right Hand, 
and an bis Left, in his heavenly Kingdom. 
\ * Thoſe therefore whoſe Lot it is 70 /uffer for 
the Truths Sake, and who chooſe rather to 
endure Aſfiction with the People of God, 
than to let go their Integrity +, may aſſure 
themſelves that though they are perſecuted, 
yet they arg not forſaken o; for their faith- 
ful Witneſs will remember their Labour of 
Love, and give them an abundant Re- 
compence for his own Sake, that as they 
have been like lum in Sufferings, fo they 
may alſo be ike him in Glory, © 
And if the good Man ſhould paſs through 
the reigning Evil of theſe latter Days, and be 
ill-ſpoken of, as his Saviour was by thoſe 


+ Heb. xi. 256. 2 Cor. vi. 9. 
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Tongues that ware ſet on fire of Hell, that 
ſhoot 71 their poiſonous Arrows, even bit- 

ter Words; he may comfort himſelf with 
an Expectation, that he ſhall one Day ap- 
pear before the Lord the righteous Judge: 
For it matters not, what befalls Men in this 
tranſitory State, if they have fo liv'd as 10 
love his Appearing; tor then 


IV. Fourthly, They are the Perſons qua- 
lified to receive the Crown of Rigbte- 
aach. 

This appear ing of the Lord will be the 
Occaſion either of Comfort or Terror, ac- 
cording to our different Conduct and Beha- 
viour, and as our Life has been, ſo we 
ſhall enter into another World, either with 
Dread or Joy. The Righteous will expect 
the bleſſed Jeſus, a ſecond Time to their Sal- 
vation *: But the Wicked will endeavour 
to fly from bim as an angry Judge, They 
therefore that love his Appearing, with that 
Love - which caſteth out Fear +, muſt have 
had Regard to a future judgment, and fo 
acted with a View towards it, as to be 
ready to meet their Redeemer. The Per- 
ſons to whom this Crown of Righteouſneſs is 
promiſed, are they that make the Will of 

od the Rule of their Actions; ard what- 
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ever they are going to do, they firſt conſult 
their Reaſon and Conſcience, to know whe- 
ther it will be well-pleafing to him; and 
fit to appear in his Sight, when they are 
brought to an impartial Trial, to the great 
Examination. They fand always with Oyl 
in their Lamps, and fo. prepared for their 
unchangeable State, that they will not be 
ſurprized, when their Lord ſhall call them. 
They are fo accuſtomed to think of it, and 
have ſuch an affecting Senſe of the Con- 
ſequences of the final Determination, that 
they cannot bear to trifle away the leaſt 
Part of their Time, or flatter themſelves in 
an idle Delay with a groundleſs Preſumption 
that the Day of the Lord is flill afar off. 
No; their whole Life expreſſes a juſt Con- 
cern for the Iflue of it, and a fixed Per- 
ſuaſion of the Neceflity of living well. And 
having made this their Care, they are not 
afraid to come to an exact Account with 
themſelves, and obſerve whether their Actions 
have been conſiſtent with their good Reſo- 
lutions: and when they find that they are 
agreeable to them, and that they have 
rightly employed the Talents committed to 
their Charge; they will rejoyce to deliver up 


their Stewardſhip, and will receive a ſatis- 
factory Diſcharge from their Lord. They 
can look towards him without Anxiety or 
ill- boding Fears; for the Time and Circum- 
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ſtances of his Appearing have nothing but 
what is amiable and delightful to them; 
and they can reyolve them in their Minds, 
and feed on them as a comfortable Repaſt. 
And at the point of Death, they may leave 
this World with a decent Reſignation, or 
rather, with a Defire to be diſſolved, and to be 
with Chriſt; and may ſay with old Simeon, 
Lord, now letteſt thou thy Servant depart 
in Peace * For they are now fo near the 
Fruition of their Happineſs, that thezr Eyes 
do almoſt ſee their Salvation. And they 
triumph with che Apoſtle, becauſe there is 
laid up for them a —— of Righteouſneſs, 
which the Lord the righteeus Fudge will 
give them, becauſe they love bis Appearing. 
Whilſt L have been deſcribing the Perſons 
that are fo bappily qualified 74 receive this 
Crown of Glory, I am perſuaded that your 
Thoughts have been directed towards that 
righteous Servant of God, whoſe Body we 
are conducting to the peaceful Habitation 
of the Grave: For certainly no one could 
have ſurer Grounds of Hope: No one 
could more juſtly bear a Part in the Apoftle's 
Triumph, than our. departed Friend | How 
delightful is it, even in the midſt of our 
Sorrows, to look back upon the Courſe of 
Righteouſneſs, which be has finiſhed ! How glo- 
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rious was the Fight which he has maintain'd! 
How pure was the Faith which he ſtedfaſtly 
kept ! With what Pleaſure muſt he return 
to the Shepherd and Biſhop of our Souls 
How chearfully muſt this true Ifraelite 
lift up his Eyes to Abraham's Boſam ! With 
what Tranſports of Joy muſt this good 
thanael behold the Heavens open'd, and ſee 
the Angels that minifler befare the Throne, 
rejoycing in the Salvation of him that taurn'd 
fo many to Righteouſneſs ! | 

It is an u ble Comfort to his ſur- 
viving Friends, that though his Body is now 
a mournful 8 le of Mortality, yet his 
Soul moſt affuredly dwells in the Tabernacle 
of Gad, and refts upon his holy Hill; becauſe 
he led an wncorrupt Life, and did the Thing 
which was right, and ſpoke the Truth jrom 
his Heart *. And whilt I ſtand in his Place, 
it is a great Satisfaction to me, that what- 
ſoever I ſay in Commendation of him, is ſaid 
with the ſtricteſt Truth and Sinceriry; and 
while I expreſs my impartial Sentiments of 
him, the Sentimeats of this whole Afﬀembly 
muſt concur with me. 2 | 

As he had a ſerious and awful Senſe of 
Religion, fo he diligently endeavoured to 
print it in the Minds of others: and to po- 
ſeſs them with a devout Veneration for their 
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Maker. And the People committed to his 
Charge, ſhould for ever remember the faith- 


ful Counſels that he gave them, and the im- 
tant Duties that he earneſtly recom- 


mended to them, and ſet in the cleareſt and 


moſt amiable Light, by the engaging Elo- 
x of a good Example. He fed his 

ock like @ true Shepherd, and delighted to 
draw Water for them out of the Wells of 
Salvation *. 

The Vouth that he brought up, were 
guarded by him, with a watchful and tender 
Care; and their Innocence was ſafe under 
his Protection. They were grounded in Re- 
ligion as well as Learning, and were ſeaſon'd 
and confirm'd with the ſound Principles of 
the Church of England, untainted with any 
modern Corruptions. He encouraged them 
to ſtrive for the greateſt Improvements, and 


to covet the beſt Gifts. But yet be ſhewed unto 


them a more excellent Way +; clothing them 
with Humility, which is more valuable than 
all the Ornaments of Art and Nature, and 


poſſeſſing them with Charity, which is the 


very Bond of Peace and of all Virtues. This 
gave the brighteſt Luſtre to his beloved 
Character. This was his Foy and Crown. 
This made him unwearied in doing Good, 
rendered him a Friend to every Man, and 
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engaged every Man to be a Friend- to 
him. 

His affable and condeſcending Behaviour 
doubled the Benefits that he conferr'd upon 


his poor Neighbours, entred into their Hearts 


and gain d their Affections, with a pleafirg 
Force, and at once reliev'd both their Bodies 
and Souls. His Alms flow'd from him in a 
natural and eaſy Manner, and his Breaft 
was always open to embrace the proper Ob- 
jets of Charity. And though his Soul was 
as free and refreſhing to them, as the Air 
in which they breathed, yet he ſtill kept 
himſelf within the Compals of his Fortune, 
Though he was always mindful that he had 
but Little, yet be did bis Diligence gladly to 
give of that Little *. And though he ſhew- 
ed the moit extenſive Generoſity, yet he 
always obſerv'd the ſtricteſt Juſtice and in- 
flexible Honeſty. He dcſpited the World 
whilſt he innocently enjoy d it, and ſcorn d 
to bow down to thoſe vain Iaols, Riches 
and Power, which the Covetous and the 
Proud ſo fondly admire. 

Should I attempt to ſpeak of the conſtant 
Fidelity of his Friend(hip, and the Happi- 
nels that was derived from his intimate 
Converſation, Nature would conſtrain me 
to break off abruptly: and Aeg 1 cculd 
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ſpeak with the Tongues of Men and An- 
gels, I could hardly give you a perfect Idea 
of it. I muſt therefore leave it to your 
| ſelves to conceive, How good and joyful 2 


Thing it was * to converſe freely with him, 
who communicated his Thoughts without 
any treacherous Reſerve, who had no ſecret 


Deſigns clothed with fair Speeches, whoſe 


Heart entirely anſwered to all his Prafeſ- 
ſions! | 


His Character in general, may be drawn 
according to the Model that was preſcribed 


by the Apoſtle, in his comprehenſive Epiſtle 


to the Romans. He duly exerciſed his Ta- 
lents, according to the Grace that was given 
him: As a Miniſter, be waited on his Mini- 
ring, as a Teacher on Teaching, as one 


whole Duty it was to Exbort, on Exhorta- 


tion. When he gave, be did it with Sim- 
plicity: When it was proper for him to 
rule, be ruled with Diligence, be ſhewed 
Mercy with Chearfulneſs: His Love was 


witbout Diſſimulation : He abhorr'd that which 


was evil: He clave to that which was good. 
He was kindly affectioned to all Men, in 
Honour, preferring e ery one before himſelf : 
not flothful in Buſineſs, fervent in Spirit, 


ſerving the Lord. Therefore he juſtly re- 
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foiced in Hope *: And we in ſome Meaſure 
partake of his Hope, while we endeavour to 
pay a Tribute to his Memory, which ought 


to be for ever precious amongſt us, and will 


bloſſom, when his Body is moulder'd into 
Duſt. 3 * 
Let us, who are his Brethren of the 
Clergy, follow that Example, in which we 
have ſo much Reaſon to glory: and let us 
value it as a ſingular Happineſs, that no 
Man can make our glirying void, and that 
his unblemiſhed Life was enough to filence 
all the Clamours of unreaſonable Men. For 
his Integrity was out of the Reach of Malice 
itſelf. No poi ſanous Arrow could come near 
to hurt it, 
And let all that hear me this Day, be in- 
vited to walk in his Path, which was a 
ſhining Light, and ſtrive to be admitted 
into that bleſſed Society, of which our dear 
departed Brother is now a glorious Member. 
To this End, let us conſtantly think of the 
Day of Recompence; and look for the 
Coming of our Lord to judgment. Let this 
direct and influence all our Actions, and 
ſtill have the firſt Place in our Thoughts, 
- that it may appear that our Faith carries 
us beyond this World, and that our Eyes 
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are ever fixed on the glorious Proſpect of 
a bleſſed Immortality. | 

\T This will ſpread a Calmneſs and Serenity 
| I over our Minds, in all the Occurrences of 
if - this Life; and we ball lie down in the 
if Sleep of Death as theſe that bave Hope 
that the Lord will ſhortly accompliſh the 
I Number of his Ele& and haſten his King- 
li dom, and at the laſt Day, when the Angels 
| | of the Lord come to awake us, and the 
FS Glory of the Lord ſbines round about us, we , 
1 ſhall no? be afraid, for they will bring us 
1 good Tidings of great Toy, that cur Judge 


bf will be to us a Saviour, 
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